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Section 4 Your Driving and the Road

Here you'll find information about driving on different kinds of roads and in varying weather conditions. We've al
included many other useful tips on driving.
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Defensive driving really means “be ready for anything.”
On city streets, rural roads or freeways, it means
“always expect the unexpected.”

Assume that pedestrians or other drivers are going to be
careless and make mistakes. Anticipate what they might
do. Be ready for their mistakes.

Rearend collisions are about the most preventable of
accidents. Yet they are common. Allow enough
following distance. It's the best defensive driving
maneuver, in both city and rural driving. You never
know when the vehicle in front of you is going to brake
or turn suddenly.

Defensive driving requires that a driver concentrate on
the driving task. Anything that distracts from the
driving task-- such as concentrating on a cellular
telephone call, reading, or reaching for something on

Defensive Driving the floor-- makes proper defensive driving more
difficult and can even cause a collision, with resulting

The best advice anyone can give about driving is: injury. Ask a passenger to help do things like this, or

Drive defensively. pull off the road in a safe place to do them yourself.

Please start with a very important safety device in your These simple defensive driving techniques could save
vehicle: Buckle up. (See “Safety Belts” in the Index.) ~ Your life.




blue

Drunken Driving The obvious way to solve the leading highway safety
. i . L ... problem is for people never to drink alcohol and then
Death and injury associated with drinking and driving is gyjve. But what if people do? How much is “too much”
a national tragedy. It's the number one contributor o if the driver plans to drive? It's a lot less than many
the highway death toll, claiming thousands of victims might think. Although it depends on each person and

every year. situation, here is some general information on
Alcohol affects four things that anyone needs to drive the problem.

a vehicle: The Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) of someone
e Judgment who is drinking depends upon four things:

® Muscular Coordination ® The amount of alcohol consumed

® Vision e The drinker’s body weight

® Attentiveness. ® The amount of food that is consumed before and

Police records show that almost half of all motor during drinking

vehiclerelated deaths involve alcohol. In most cases, ® The length of time it has taken the drinker to
these deaths are the result of someone who was drinking consume the alcohol.

and'driving. In recent years, over 17,00Q annua}I motor According to the American Medical Association, a
vehiclerelated deaths have been associated with the usggo-|p. (82 kg) person who drinks three-b2nce

of alcohol, with more than 300,000 people injured. (355 ml) bottles of beer in an hour will end up with a

Many adults-- by some estimates, nearly half the adult BAC of about 0.06 percent. The person would reach the
population-- choose never to drink alcohol, so they ~ same BAC by drinking three-dunce (120 ml) glasses
never drive after drinking. For persons under 21, its ~ of wine or three mixed drinks if each had.22 ounces
against the law in every U.S. state to drink alcohol. (45 ml) of a liquor like whiskey, gin or vodka.

There are good medical, psychological and

developmental reasons for these laws.
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Since alcohol is carried in body water, this means that a
woman generally will reach a higher BAC level than a
man of her same body weight when each has the same
number of drinks.

The law in many U.S. states sets the legal limit at a BAC
of 0.10 percent. In a growing number of U.S. states, and
throughout Canada, the limit is 0.08 percent. In some
other countries, it's even lower. The BAC limit for all
commercial drivers in the United States is 0.04 percent.

The BAC will be over 0.10 percent after three to

six drinks (in one hour). Of course, as we've seen, it
depends on how much alcohol is in the drinks, and how
quickly the person drinks them.

But the ability to drive is affected well below a BAC of
0.10 percent. Research shows that the driving skills of
many people are impaired at a BAC approaching
It's the amount of alcohol that counts. For example, if 0.05 percent, and that the effects are worse at night. All
the same person drank three double martinis (3 ouncesdrivers are impaired at BAC levels above 0.05 percent.
or 90 ml of liquor each) within an hour, the person’s Statistics show that the chance of being in a collision
BAC would be close to 0.12 percent. A person who increases sharply for drivers who have a BAC of
consumes food just before or during drinking will have a0.05 percent or above. A driver with a BAC level of
somewhat lower BAC level. 0.06 percent has doubled his or her chance of having a
ollision. At a BAC level of 0.10 percent, the chance of
is driver having a collision is 12 times greater; at a
level of 0.15 percent, the chance is 25 times greater!

There is a gender difference, too. Women generally hav
a lower relative percentage of body water than men.
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The body takes about an hour to rid itself of the alcohol
in one drink. No amount of coffee or number of cold
showers will speed that up. “I'll be careful” isn’t the

/\ CAUTION:

right answer. What if there’s an emergency, a need to
take sudden action, as when a child darts into the streef
A person with even a moderate BAC might not be able
to react quickly enough to avoid the collision.

There’s something else about drinking and driving that
many people don't know. Medical research shows that
alcohol in a person’s system can make crash injuries
worse, especially injuries to the brain, spinal cord or
heart. This means that when anyone who has been
drinking -- driver or passenget is in a crash, that

person’s chance of being killed or permanently disabled

Drinking and then driving is very dangerous.

Your reflexes, perceptions, attentiveness and
judgment can be affected by even a small amount
of alcohol. You can have a serious- or even

fatal -- collision if you drive after drinking.

Please don’t drink and drive or ride with a driver
who has been drinking. Ride home in a cab; or if
you're with a group, designate a driver who will
not drink.

is higher than if the person had not been drinking.




Control of a Vehicle
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Braking

You have three systems that make your vehicle go whet@raking action involveperception timeand
you want it to go. They are the brakes, the steering andreaction time.

the accelerator. All three systems have to do their work
at the places where the tires meet the road.

Sometimes, as when you're driving on snow or ice, it's

First, you have to decide to push on the brake pedal.
That'sperception timeThen you have to bring up your
foot and do it. That'seaction time.

Averagereaction timeis about 3/4 of a second. But

that's only an average. It might be less with one driver
and as long as two or three seconds or more with
another. Age, physical condition, alertness, coordination
and eyesight all play a part. So do alcohol, drugs and
frustration. But even in 3/4 of a second, a vehicle
moving at 60 mph (100 km/h) travels 66 feet (20 m).
That could be a lot of distance in an emergency, so
keeping enough space between your vehicle and others
is important.

And, of course, actual stopping distances vary greatly
with the surface of the road (whether it's pavement or
gravel); the condition of the road (wet, dry, icy); tire
tread; the condition of your brakes; the weight of the
vehicle and the amount of brake force applied.

easy to ask more of those control systems than the tires

and road can provide. That means you can lose control
of your vehicle.
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Avoid needless heavy braking. Some people drive in  Anti-Lock Brakes (ABS)

spurts-- heavy acceleration followed by heavy . i .
braking-- rather than keeping pace with traffic. This ~ Your vehicle has ariock brakes (ABS). ABS is an

is a mistake. Your brakes may not have time to cool advanced elec_tronlc_brakmg system that will help
between hard stops. Your brakes will wear out much prevent a braking skid.

faster if you do a lot of heavy braking. If you keep pace When you start your engine and begin to drive away,
with the traffic and allow realistic following distances, your anttlock brake system will check itself. You may
you will eliminate a lot of unnecessary braking. That  hear a momentary motor or clicking noise while this test
means better braking and longer brake life. is going on, and you may even notice that your brake

If your engine ever stops while you're driving, brake pedal moves a little. This is normal.

normally but don’t pump your brakes. If you do, the If there’s a problem with the
pedal may get harder to push down. If your engine antilock brake system, this
stops, you will still have some power brake assist. But warning light will stay 6n.
you will use it when you brake. Once the power assist ig () See “AntiLock Brake
\lljv?ltlag;ﬁélrtdg%)tghgrlonger to stop and the brake pedal System Warning Light” in

the Index.
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If you need to reduce your speed as you approach a
curve, do it before you enter the curve, while your front
wheels are straight ahead.

Try to adjust your speed so you can “drive” through the
curve. Maintain a reasonable, steady speed. Wait to
accelerate until you are out of the curve, and then
accelerate gently into the straightaway.

Steering in Emergencies

There are times when steering can be more effective
than braking. For example, you come over a hill and
find a truck stopped in your lane, or a car suddenly pulls
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out from nowhere, or a child darts out from between

)

parked cars and stops right in front of you. You can
avoid these problems by brakirgif you can stop in
time. But sometimes you can't; there isn’t room. That’s
the time for evasive actiorr steering around

the problem.

Your vehicle can perform very well in emergencies like
these. First apply your brakes. (See “Braking in
Emergencies” earlier in this section.) It is better to
remove as much speed as you can from a possible
collision. Then steer around the problem, to the left or
right depending on the space available.

An emergency like this requires close attention and a
quick decision. If you are holding the steering wheel at
the recommended 9 and 3 o’clock positions, you can
turn it a full 180 degrees very quickly without removing
either hand. But you have to act fast, steer quickly, and

just as quickly straighten the wheel once you have

avoided the object.

The fact that such emergency situations are always
possible is a good reason to practice defensive driving &
all times and wear safety belts properly.
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Off-Road Recovery
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Passing

You may find that your right wheels have dropped off the The driver of a vehicle about to pass another on a

edge of a road onto the shoulder while you're driving.

OFF-ROAD RECOVERY
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edge of paved surface

If the level of the shoulder is only slightly below the

two-lane highway waits for just the right moment,
accelerates, moves around the vehicle ahead, then goes
back into the right lane again. A simple maneuver?

Not necessarily! Passing another vehicle on alame
highway is a potentially dangerous move, since the
passing vehicle occupies the same lane as oncoming
traffic for several seconds. A miscalculation, an error in
judgment, or a brief surrender to frustration or anger can
suddenly put the passing driver face to face with the
worst of all traffic accidents- the heaebn collision.

So here are some tips for passing:

e “Drive ahead.” Look down the road, to the sides and to
crossroads for situations that might affect your passing
patterns. If you have any doubt whatsoever about
making a successful pass, wait for a better time.

e \Watch for traffic signs, pavement markings and lines.

pavement, recovery should be fairly easy. Ease off the
accelerator and then, if there is nothing in the way, steer
so that your vehicle straddles the edge of the pavement.
You can turn the steering wheel up to aqperter turn

until the right front tire contacts the pavement edge.
Then turn your steering wheel to go straight down

the roadway.

If you can see a sign up ahead that might indicate a
turn or an intersection, delay your pass. A broken
center line usually indicates it's all right to pass
(providing the road ahead is clear). Never cross a solid
line on your side of the lane or a double solid line,
even if the road seems empty of approaching traffic.
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® Do not get too close to the vehicle you want to pass e

while you’re awaiting an opportunity. For one thing,
following too closely reduces your area of vision,
especially if you're following a larger vehicle. Also,
you won'’t have adequate space if the vehicle ahead
suddenly slows or stops. Keep back a

reasonable distance.

When it looks like a chance to pass is coming up,
start to accelerate but stay in the right lane and don’t

get too close. Time your move so you will be °

increasing speed as the time comes to move into the
other lane. If the way is clear to pass, you will have a
“running start” that more than makes up for the
distance you would lose by dropping back. And if

something happens to cause you to cancel your pass,

you need only slow down and drop back again and

wait for another opportunity. °

If other cars are lined up to pass a slow vehicle, wait
your turn. But take care that someone isn't trying to
pass you as you pull out to pass the slow vehicle.
Remember to glance over your shoulder and check
the blind spot.

blue

Check your mirrors, glance over your shoulder, and
start your left lane change signal before moving out
of the right lane to pass. When you are far enough

ahead of the passed vehicle to see its front in your

inside mirror, activate your right lane change signal
and move back into the right lane. (Remember that
your right outside mirror is convex. The vehicle you
just passed may seem to be farther away from you

than it really is.)

Try not to pass more than one vehicle at a time
on two-lane roads. Reconsider before passing the
next vehicle.

Don'’t overtake a slowly moving vehicle too rapidly.
Even though the brake lamps are not flashing, it may
be slowing down or starting to turn.

If you're being passed, make it easy for the
following driver to get ahead of you. Perhaps you
can ease a little to the right.
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Loss of Control If your TCS system is off, then an acceleration skid
] o is also best handled by easing your foot off the
Let's review what driving experts say about what ‘accelerator pedal.

happens when the three control systems (brakes, steering i _

and acceleration) don’t have enough friction where the f'your vehicle starts to slide, ease your foot off the

tires meet the road to do what the driver has asked. ~ @ccelerator pedal and quickly steer the way you want the
vehicle to go. If you start steering quickly enough, your

In any emergency, don’t give up. Keep trying to vehicle may straighten out. Always be ready for a
steer and constantly seek an escape route or area of  gecond skid if it oceurs.
less danger.

Of course, traction is reduced when water, snow, ice,
Skidding gravel or other material is on the road. For safety, you'll
want to slow down and adjust your driving to these
conditions. It is important to slow down on slippery
Surfaces because stopping distance will be longer and
vehicle control more limited.

In a skid, a driver can lose control of the vehicle.
Defensive drivers avoid most skids by taking reasonabl
care suited to existing conditions, and by not
“overdriving” those conditions. But skids are
always possible. While driving on a surface with reduced traction, try
. . ., your best to avoid sudden steering, acceleration or
;Tgéhggﬁt:gfsss?;;lgdfniﬁg%igﬁ%d tgk)i/gurc:ﬁh\;\%ee;s braking (including engine braking by shifting to a lower

y : 9 Y gear). Any sudden changes could cause the tires to slide.

aren't rolling. In the steering or comering skid, 100 o, may not realize the surface is slippery until your
much speed or steering in a curve causes tires to slip an hicle is skidding. Learn to recognize warning

e o e, 2eeElTaA0T i 120 clues--such as enough water, e or packed snow on
9 pin. the road to make a “mirrored surface”and slow

A cornering skid is best handled by easing your foot off down when you have any doubt.

the accelerator pedal. Remember: Any antiock brake system (ABS) helps

Remember: Any traction control system helps avoid  avoid only the braking skid.
only the acceleration skid.
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Driving at Night e Adjust your inside rearview mirror to reduce the
glare from headlamps behind you.

® Since you can't see as well, you may need to
slow down and keep more space between you and
other vehicles.

® Slow down, especially on higher speed roads. Your
headlamps can light up only so much road ahead.

® |n remote areas, watch for animals.

e |f you're tired, pull off the road in a safe place
and rest.

Night Vision

No one can see as well at night as in the daytime. But a
we get older these differences increase. Ayéarold

driver may require at least twice as much light to see the
same thing at night as a-3@arold.

What you do in the daytime can also affect your night
Night driving is more dangerous than day driving. One  vision. For example, if you spend the day in bright
reason is that some drivers are likely to be impairday sunshine you are wise to wear sunglasses. Your eyes w
alcohol or drugs, with night vision problems, or by fatigue.have less trouble adjusting to night. But if you're
Here are some tips on night driving. driving, don’t wear sunglasses at night. They may cut
) ) down on glare from headlamps, but they also make a lo
e Drive defensively. of things invisible.

® Don't drink and drive.
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Rain and wet roads can mean driving trouble. On a wet
road, you can't stop, accelerate or turn as well because
your tire-to-road traction isn’t as good as on dry roads.
And, if your tires don’t have much tread left, you'll get
even less traction. It's always wise to go slower and be
cautious if rain starts to fall while you are driving. The
surface may get wet suddenly when your reflexes are
tuned for driving on dry pavement.

The heavier the rain, the harder it is to see. Even if youf
windshield wiper blades are in good shape, a heavy rain
can make it harder to see road signs and traffic signals,
pavement markings, the edge of the road and even
people walking.

It's wise to keep your windshield wiping equipment in
good shape and keep your windshield washer tank filleg

with washer fluid. Replace your windshield wiper
inserts when they show signs of streaking or missing
areas on the windshield, or when strips of rubber start t
separate from the inserts.

cPriving too fast through large water puddles or even
going through some car washes can cause problems, tc
The water may affect your brakes. Try to avoid puddles.

But if you can't, try to slow down before you hit them.
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Hydroplaning usually happens at higher speeds. There

A CAUTION: just isn't a hard and fast rule about hydroplaning. The
) best advice is to slow down when it is raining.

Wet brakes can cause accidents. They won'tworq  Driving Through Deep Standing Water
as well in a quick stop and may cause pulling to
Z:e S|d$e._You could lose control of the vehicle. NOTICE:

ter driving through a large puddle of water or
a car wash, apply your brake pedal lightly until
your brakes work normally.

If you drive too quickly through deep puddles or
standing water, water can come in through your
engine’s air intake and badly damage your
Hydroplaning engine. Never drive through water that is slightly
lower than the underbody of your vehicle. If you
can’'t avoid deep puddles or standing water, drive
through them very slowly.

Hydroplaning is dangerous. So much water can build ufg
under your tires that they can actually ride on the water.
This can happen if the road is wet enough and you're
going fast enough. When your vehicle is hydroplaning,

it has little or no contact with the road. Some Other Rainy Weather TipS

Hydroplaning doesn't happen often. But it can if your ¢ gagjges slowing down, allow some extra following
tires do not have much tread or if the pressure in one or distance. And be espe’cially careful when you pass
more is low. It can happen if a lot of water is standing on another vehicle. Allow yourself more clear room

the road. If you can see reflectjons frOT _trees,”telephone ahead, and be prepared to have your view restricted
poles or other vehicles, and raindrops “dimple” the by road spray

water’s surface, there could be hydroplaning.

® Have good tires with proper tread depth.
(See “Tires” in the Index.)
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City Driving
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One of the biggest problems with city streets is the
amount of traffic on them. You'll want to watch out for
what the other drivers are doing and pay attention to
traffic signals.

blue

Here are ways to increase your safety in city driving:

o Know the best way to get to where you are going.
Get a city map and plan your trip into an unknown
part of the city just as you would for a
crosscountry trip.

® Try to use the freeways that rim and crisscross most
large cities. You'll save time and energy. (See the
next part, “Freeway Driving.”)

® Treat a green light as a warning signal. A traffic light
is there because the corner is busy enough to need i
When a light turns green, and just before you start to
move, check both ways for vehicles that have not
cleared the intersection or may be running the
red light.
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Freeway Driving The most important advice on freeway driving is: Keep

up with traffic and keep to the right. Drive at the same
speed most of the other drivers are driving.-Tast or
too-slow driving breaks a smooth traffic flow. Treat the
left lane on a freeway as a passing lane.

At the entrance, there is usually a ramp that leads to the
freeway. If you have a clear view of the freeway as you
drive along the entrance ramp, you should begin to
check traffic. Try to determine where you expect to
blend with the flow. Try to merge into the gap at close to
the prevailing speed. Switch on your turn signal, check
your mirrors and glance over your shoulder as often as
necessary. Try to blend smoothly with the traffic flow.

Once you are on the freeway, adjust your speed to the
posted limit or to the prevailing rate if it's slower. Stay
in the right lane unless you want to pass.

Before changing lanes, check your mirrors. Then use
your turn signal.

Mile for mile, freeways (also called thruways, parkways,

expressways, turnpikes or superhighways) are the safest

of all roads. But they have their own special rules.
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Just before you leave the lane, glance quickly over yourls your vehicle ready for a long trip? If you keep it
shoulder to make sure there isn’t another vehicle in youserviced and maintained, it's ready to go. If it needs
“blind” spot. service, have it done before starting out. Of course,
you'll find experienced and able service experts in
Chevrolet dealerships all across North America. They'll
be ready and willing to help if you need it.

Once you are moving on the freeway, make certain you
allow a reasonable following distance. Expect to move
slightly slower at night.

When you want to leave the freeway, move to the propelnT|ere are some things you can check before a trip:

lane well in advance. If you miss your exit, do not, o Windshield Washer Fluids the reservoir full? Are
under any circumstances, stop and back up. Drive onto  all windows clean inside and outside?

the next exit. o Wiper BladesAre they in good shape?

The exit ramp can be curved, sometimes quite sharply. o Fuel, Engine Oil, Other Fluidgtave you checked

The exit speed is usually posted. all levels?

Reduce your speed according to your speedometer, note Lamps:Are they all working? Are the lenses clean?
to your sense of motion. After driving for any distance
at higher speeds, you may tend to think you are going
slower than you actually are.

® Tires: They are vitally important to a safe,
trouble-free trip. Is the tread good enough for
long-distance driving? Are the tires all inflated to the

Before Leaving on a Long Trip recommended pressure?

Make sure you're ready. Try to be well rested. [fyou ~ ® \Weather ForecastaVhat's the weather outlook

must start when you're not freshsuch as after a day’s along your route? Should you delay your trip a short
work -- don’t plan to make too many miles that first part ~ ime to avoid a major storm system?

of the journey. Wear comfortable clothing and shoes yow Maps: Do you have ugio-date maps?
can easily drive in.
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Highway Hypnosis Hill and Mountain Roads

Is there actually such a condition as “highway hypnosis™?
Or is it just plain falling asleep at the wheel? Call it
highway hypnosis, lack of awareness, or whatever.

There is something about an easy stretch of road with
the same scenery, along with the hum of the tires on the
road, the drone of the engine, and the rush of the wind
against the vehicle that can make you sleepy. Don't let |
happen to you! If it does, your vehicle can leave the
road inless than a secondnd you could crash and
be injured.

What can you do about highway hypnosis? First, be
aware that it can happen.

Then here are some tips:

® Make sure your vehicle is well ventilated, with a
comfortably cool interior.

® Keep your eyes moving. Scan the road ahead and t
the sides. Check your rearview mirrors and your
instruments frequently.

® [f you get sleepy, pull off the road into a rest, service
or parking area and take a nap, get some exercise, or
both. For safety, treat drowsiness on the highway as
an emergency.

ODriving on steep hills or mountains is different from
driving in flat or rolling terrain.
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If you drive regularly in steep country, or if you're

planning to visit there, here are some tips that can makd

your trips safer and more enjoyable.
e Keep your vehicle in good shape. Check all fluid

levels and also the brakes, tires, cooling system and

transmission. These parts can work hard on
mountain roads.

® Know how to go down hills. The most important

thing to know is this: let your engine do some of the

slowing down. Shift to a lower gear when you go
down a steep or long hill.

blue

/\ CAUTION:

Coasting downhill in NEUTRAL (N) or with the
ignition off is dangerous. Your brakes will have to
do all the work of slowing down. They could get so
hot that they wouldn’t work well. You would then
have poor braking or even none going down a hill.
You could crash. Always have your engine running
and your vehicle in gear when you go downhill.

/A CAUTION:

If you don’t shift down, your brakes could get so
hot that they wouldn’t work well. You would then
have poor braking or even none going down a
hill. You could crash. Shift down to let your
engine assist your brakes on a steep

downhill slope.

® Know how to go uphill. You may want to shift down

to a lower gear. The lower gears help cool your engine
and transmission, and you can climb the hill better.

Stay in your own lane when driving on tiane

roads in hills or mountains. Don’t swing wide or cut
across the center of the road. Drive at speeds that le
you stay in your own lane.

As you go over the top of a hill, be alert. There could be
something in your lane, like a stalled car or an accident

You may see highway signs on mountains that warn of
special problems. Examples are long grades, passing ¢
no-passing zones, a falling rocks area or winding
roads. Be alert to these and take appropriate action.
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Winter Driving
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Include an ice scraper, a small brush or broom, a supply
of windshield washer fluid, a rag, some winter outer
Here are some tips for winter driving: clothing, a small shovel, a flashlight, a red cloth and a
couple of reflective warning triangles. And, if you will
be driving under severe conditions, include a small bag
® You may want to put winter emergency supplies in of sand, a piece of old carpet or a couple of burlap bags
your vehicle. to help provide traction. Be sure you properly secure
these items in your vehicle.

® Have your vehicle in good shape for winter.
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Driving on Snow or Ice What'’s the worst time for this? “Wet ice.” Very cold

. . snow or ice can be slick and hard to drive on. But wet
Most of the time, those placeslwhere your tires meet thqCe can be even more trouble because it may offer the
road probably have good traction. least traction of all. You can get wet ice when it's about
However, if there is snow or ice between your tires and freezing (32F; 0°C) and freezing rain begins to fall.
the road, you can have a very slippery situation. You'll Try to avoid driving on wet ice until salt and sand crews
have a lot less traction or “grip” and will need to be can get there.

very careful. Whatever the conditiorr smooth ice, packed, blowing
or loose snow- drive with caution.

Keep your traction control system on. It improves your
ability to accelerate when driving on a slippery road.
Even though your vehicle has the TCS system, you'll
want to slow down and adjust your driving to the road
conditions. See “Traction Control System” in the Index.
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Your antilock brakes improve your vehicle’s stability
when you make a hard stop on a slippery road. Even
though you have the artick braking system, you'll
want to begin stopping sooner than you would on dry
pavement. See “Antiock” in the Index.

o Allow greater following distance on any
slippery road.

® Watch for slippery spots. The road might be fine
until you hit a spot that's covered with ice. On an
otherwise clear road, ice patches may appear in
shaded areas where the sun can’t reach: around

If You're Caught in a Blizzard

4-28

clumps of trees, behind buildings or under bridges.

Sometimes the surface of a curve or an overpass mas

remain icy when the surrounding roads are clear. If

you see a patch of ice ahead of you, brake before yqu-— -~

are on it. Try not to brake while you're actually on
the ice, and avoid sudden steering maneuvers.
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If you are stopped by heavy snow, you could be in a
serious situation. You should probably stay with your

vehicle unless you know for sure that you are near help|-: :

and you can hike through the snow. Here are some

things to do to summon help and keep yourself and youf -~

passengers safe:
® Turn on your hazard flashers.

® Tie a red cloth to your vehicle to alert police that
you've been stopped by the snow.

® Put on extra clothing or wrap a blanket around you.

If you have no blankets or extra clothing, make body A =
insulators from newspapers, burlap bags, rags, floor}-*

mats-- anything you can wrap around yourself or
tuck under your clothing to keep warm.

You can run the engine to keep warm, but be careful.
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Then, shut the engine off and close the window almost
A CAUTION: all the way to preserve the heat. Start the engine again

) and repeat this only when you feel really uncomfortable
from the cold. But do it as little as possible. Preserve the

Snow can trap exhaust gases under your \{ehicle. fuel as long as you can. To help keep warm, you can get
This can cause deadly CO (carbon monoxide) gag  out of the vehicle and do some fairly vigorous exercises
to get inside. CO could overcome you and Kill every half hour or so until help comes.

you. You can't see it or smell it, so you might not . . .
know it is in your vehicle. Clear away snow from Recreational Vehicle Towmg

around the base of your vehicle, especially any Your vehicle was not designed to be towed with all four

that is blocking your exhaust pipe. And check wheels on the ground. If your vehicle must be towed,

around again from time to time to be sure snow see “Towing Your Vehicle” in the Index.

doesn't collect there.

Open a window just a little on the side of the NOTICE:

vehicle that's away from the wind. This will help

keep CO out. Towing your vehicle with all four wheels on the
ground will damage drivetrain components.

Run your engine only as long as you must. This saves
fuel. When you run the engine, make it go a little faster
than just idle. That is, push the accelerator slightly. This
uses less fuel for the heat that you get and it keeps the
battery charged. You will need a welharged battery to
restart the vehicle, and possibly for signaling later on
with your headlamps. Let the heater run for a while.
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Loading Your Vehicle .
- R g
TIRE—LOADING INFORMATION
— OCCUPANTS VEHICLE CAP!
L

FRT. CIR RR TOTAL

oot
MAX, LOADING @ GVWR SAME AS
1990

o

MFD BY GENERAL MOTORS CORP
DATE GVWR GAWRFRT GAWR RR

THIS VEHICLE CONFORMS TO ALL APPLI-
CABLE U.S. FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE
SAFETY, BUMPER, AND THEFT PREVENTION
STANDARDS IN EFFECT ON THE DATE OF
MANUFACTURE SHOWN ABOVE.

blue
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The other label is the Certification label, found on the
Y, rear edge of the driver’s door. It tells you the gross

weight capacity of your vehicle, called the Gross
, .. Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR). The GVWR includes
Two labels on your vehicle show how much weight it the weight of the vehicle, all occupants, fuel and cargo.
may properly carry. The Tireoading Information label  Never exceed the GVWR for your vehicle, or the Gross

found on the rear edge of the driver’s door tells you the axje Weight Rating (GAWR) for either the front or
proper size, speed rating and recommended inflation. It ,a5r axle

also gives you important information about the number

of people that can be in your vehicle and the total weighf\nd, if you do have a heavy load, you should spread
that you can carry. This weight is called Vehicle it out. Don't carry more than 100 Ibs. (45 kg) in the

Capacity Weight and includes the weight of alll rear area.

occupants, cargo, and all néectory-installed options.
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/\ CAUTION:

/\ CAUTION:

Do not load your vehicle any heavier than the
GVWR, or either the maximum front or rear
GAWR. If you do, parts on your vehicle can
break, and it can change the way your vehicle
handles. These could cause you to lose control
and crash. Also, overloading can shorten the life
of your vehicle.

NOTICE:

Your warranty does not cover parts or
components that fail because of overloading.

Things you put inside your vehicle can strike and
injure people in a sudden stop or turn, or in
a crash.

e Put things in the rear area of your vehicle.
Try to spread the weight evenly.

® Never stack heavier things, like suitcases,
inside the vehicle so that some of them are
above the tops of the seats.

® Don't leave an unsecured child restraint in
your vehicle.

® \When you carry something inside the
vehicle, secure it whenever you can.

If you put things inside your vehicle like suitcases,

tools, packages or anything elsehey will go as fast as
the vehicle goes. If you have to stop or turn quickly, or

if there is a crash, they’ll keep going.

Towing A Trailer

Your Corvette is neither designed nor intended to tow
a trailer.
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What to Use

Use a mixture of ondalf clean, drinkable wateand
one-half DEX-COOL® coolant which won't damage
aluminum parts. If you use this coolant mixture, you
don’t need to add anything else.

NOTICE:

/\ CAUTION:

Adding only plain water to your cooling system
can be dangerous. Plain water, or some other
liquid like alcohol, can boil before the proper
coolant mixture will. Your vehicle’s coolant
warning system is set for the proper coolant
mixture. With plain water or the wrong mixture,
your engine could get too hot but you wouldn’t
get the overheat warning. Your engine could
catch fire and you or others could be burned. Use
a 50/50 mixture of clean, drinkable water and
DEX-COOL ® coolant.

If you use an improper coolant mixture, your
engine could overheat and be badly damaged.
The repair cost wouldn’t be covered by your
warranty. Too much water in the mixture can
freeze and crack the engine, radiator, heater core
and other parts.

If you have to add coolant more than four times a year,

have your dealer check your cooling system.

NOTICE:

If you use the proper coolant, you don't have to
add extra inhibitors or additives which claim to
improve the system. These can be harmful.
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Checking Coolant

The coolant surge tank is in the engine compartment
behind the passenger’s side headlamp.

blue

/\ CAUTION:

Turning the surge tank pressure cap when the
engine and radiator are hot can allow steam and
scalding liquids to blow out and burn you badly.
Never turn the surge tank pressure cap- even a
little -- when the engine and radiator are hot.

The vehicle must be on a level surface. When your
engine is cold, the coolant level should be at the

FULL COLD mark. The FULL COLD mark is on

the front of the coolant surge tank. Don't overfill the
surge tank. Too much coolant can result in an overflow
when the fluid is hot.

If the LOW COOLANT message comes on and stays
on, it means you're low on engine coolant.
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Adding Coolant

If you need more coolant, add the proper BEROL®
coolant mixtureat the surge tankout only when the
engine is cool.

/\ CAUTION:

You can be burned if you spill coolant on hot
engine parts. Coolant contains ethylene glycol,
and it will burn if the engine parts are hot
enough. Don't spill coolant on a hot engine.

When replacing the pressure cap, make sure it
is handtight.

Power Steering Fluid

When to Check Power Steering Fluid

It is not necessary to regularly check power steering
fluid unless you suspect there is a leak in the system or
you hear an unusual noise. A fluid loss in this system
could indicate a problem. Have the system inspected
and repaired.
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How to Check Power Steering Fluid What to Use

When the engine compartment is cool, wipe the cap and’o determine what kind of fluid to use, see

the top of the reservoir clean, then unscrew the cap and‘Recommended Fluids and Lubricants” in the Index.
wipe the dipstick with a clean rag. Replace the cap and Always use the proper fluid. Failure to use the proper
completely tighten it. Then remove the cap again and fluid can cause leaks and damage hoses and seals.

look at the fluid level on the dipstick. . . .
The level should be at the FULL COLD mark. If Windshield Washer Fluid

necessary, add only enough fluid to bring the level up to\What to Use

the mark. When you need windshield washer fluid, be sure to reac
e When the engine the manufacturer’s instructions before use. If you will be
compartment is hot, the ~ operating your vehicle in an area where the temperature
level should be at the may fall below freezing, use a fluid that has sufficient
HOT mark. protection against freezing.
® When the engine

compartment is cool, the
level should be at the
FULL COLD mark.
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Adding Washer Fluid

Open the cap labeled WASHER FLUID ONLY. Add
washer fluid until the tank is full.

NOTICE:

® \When using concentrated washer fluid,
follow the manufacturer’s instructions for
adding water.

e Don't mix water with ready-to-use washer
fluid. Water can cause the solution to freeze
and damage your washer fluid tank and
other parts of the washer system. Also,
water doesn’t clean as well as washer fluid.

o Fill your washer fluid tank only
three-quarters full when it's very cold. This
allows for expansion if freezing occurs,
which could damage the tank if it is
completely full.

e Don't use engine coolant (antifreeze) in
your windshield washer. It can damage
your washer system and paint.
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2. Remove the screws on each side of the 5. Reach behind the lamp and turn the bulb
headlamp bezel. counterclockwise to remove it. Don’t touch the
3. Open the hood. halogen bulbs. The inner bulb is the high beam and

the outer bulb is the low beam.

4. To remove the bezel, pull the sides slightly outward . . .
and tilt the bezel forward. Pull the clip centered 6. Disconnect the desired bulb from the wiring harness.

above the lens outward. Be careful not to scratch 7. Reverse the steps listed previously with a new bulb.
the paint.
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Front Turn Signal Lamps

1.

Remove the front fascia clesait panel
attaching bolts.

2. Remove the front fascia clesait panel.

blue

Front Sidemarker Lamps

1.

2.

3. Grasp the cooling duct and pull to release it from the

front fascia, then reposition it. This will give you
better access to the bulb.

Squeeze the tab on the socket and turn it

3.
4,

counterclockwise to remove the socket with the bulb.

Remove the bulb from the socket.

6. Reverse the steps listed previously with a new bulb.

Follow Steps 1 through 3 in “Front Turn Signal
Lamps” described previously.

Turn the socket orguarter of a turn
counterclockwise and pull it out.

Pull the bulb straight out of the socket.
Reverse the steps listed previously with a new bulb.
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Rear Turn Signal and Taillamps

1. Remove the screws.

A. Back-up Lamp 2. Pull the taillamp housing assembly out.
B. Inboard Taillamp
C. Outboard Taillamp
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3. To remove the socket with the bulb, squeeze the tab4. Remove the bulb from the socket.
while you turn the socket counterclockwise.

5. Reverse the steps listed previously with a new bulb.
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Back-Up Lamps Windshield Wiper

You can access the back lamps through the inboard ~ Blade Replacement
taillamp opening. See “Rear Turn Signal and Taillamps Windshield wiper blades should be inspected at least

in the Index. twice a year for wear or cracking. See “Wiper Blade

1. Squeeze the tab on the socket while turning it Check” in Section 7 of this manual under Part B “Owner
counterclockwise to remove it from the assembly.  Checks and Services” for more information.

2. Remove the bulb from the socket. Replacement blades come in different types and are

b removed in different ways. For the proper type and
"length, see “Normal Maintenance Replacement Parts” in
the Index.

It's a good idea to clean or replace the wiper blade
assembly every six months.

3. Reverse the steps listed previously with a new bul

NOTICE:

Use care when removing or installing a blade
assembly. Accidental bumping can cause the arm
to fall back and strike the windshield.
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Wheel Alignment and Tire Balance If you need to replace any of your wheels, wheel bolts
or wheel nuts, replace them only with new GM original

equipment parts. This way, you will be sure to have the
right wheel, wheel bolts and wheel nuts for your vehicle.

The wheels on your vehicle were aligned and balanced
carefully at the factory to give you the longest tire life
and best overall performance.

Scheduled wheel alignment and wheel balancing are nd
needed. However, if you notice unusual tire wear or A CAUTION:
your vehicle pulling one way or the other, the alignment

may need to be reset. If you notice your vehicle Using the wrong replacement wheels, wheel bolts
\r/TI]t;ratlng(;NheE d”\gn? on eésmooth road, your wheels | o\ heel nuts on your vehicle can be dangerous. It
y need to be rebalanced. could affect the braking and handling of your
Wheel Replacement vehicle, make your tires lose air and make you lose
control. You could have a collision in which you or
others could be injured. Always use the correct
wheel, wheel bolts and wheel nuts for replacement.

Replace any wheel that is bent, cracked, or badly rusteq
or corroded. If wheel nuts keep coming loose, the whee
wheel bolts and wheel nuts should be replaced. If the
wheel leaks air, replace it (except some aluminum
wheels, which can sometimes be repaired). See your
dealer if any of these conditions exist.

Your dealer will know the kind of wheel you need. NOTICE:

Each new wheel should have the same-oaalying
capacity, diameter, width, offset and be mounted the
same way as the one it replaces.

The wrong wheel can also cause problems with
bearing life, brake cooling, speedometer or
odometer calibration, headlamp aim, bumper
height, vehicle ground clearance and tire
clearance to the body and chassis.
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/\ CAUTION:

/\ CAUTION:

Rust or dirt on the wheel, or on the parts to
which it is fastened, can make the wheel nuts
become loose after a time. The wheel could come
off and cause an accident. When you change a
wheel, remove any rust or dirt from the places
where the wheel attaches to the vehicle. In an
emergency, you can use a cloth or paper towel to
do this; but be sure to use a scraper or wire brush
later, if you need to, to get all the rust or dirt off.

Incorrect wheel nuts or improperly tightened
wheel nuts can cause the wheel to become loose
and even come off. This could lead to an accident
Be sure to use the correct wheel nuts. If you have
to replace them, be sure to get new GM original
equipment wheel nuts.

NOTICE:

/\ cAUTION:

Never use oil or grease on studs or nuts. If you
do, the nuts might come loose. Your wheel could
fall off, causing a serious accident.

Improperly tightened wheel nuts can lead to
brake pulsation and rotor damage. To avoid
expensive brake repairs, evenly tighten the wheel
nuts in the proper sequence and to the proper
torque specification.
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Used Replacement Wheels

/A CAUTION:

Putting a used wheel on your vehicle is
dangerous. You can’t know how it's been used or
how far it's been driven. It could fail suddenly
and cause an accident. If you have to replace a
wheel, use a new GM original equipment wheel.

Using the Wheel Lock Key

If you have a hardtop, the wheel lock key sits in a small
depression in the trunk rail, on the left-hand side,
underneath the carpeting.

If you have a coupe or a convertible, the wheel lock key]

sits in a small depression in the trunk rail directly under
the lefthand rear compartment cover.

Your vehicle’s wheel lock key has a unique registration
number. The registration number is printed on a card
included in your lock nut package. Also on this card is
lost key replacement information. This number is not
recorded by GM or your dealer, so be sure not to lose
this card. You will need the information if you ever lose
your wheel lock key.

blue

If you or someone else is going to remove the wheels ol
your vehicle, make sure that the special wheel nut socke
and wheel lock key are being used.

NOTICE:

Your wheels could be damaged if the wheel nut
socket is not used to remove your vehicle’s wheels.

The wheel nut socket can be used with an air wrench or
a torque wrench. The wheel lock key can be used with ¢
torque wrench, but not with an air or impact wrench.

NOTICE:

Your wheel lock key or lock nuts could be
damaged if an air or impact wrench is used with
this key.
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Tire Chains

Lifting Your Corvette

NOTICE:

Don't use tire chains. They can damage your
vehicle because there’s not enough clearance.

Use another type of traction device only if its
manufacturer recommends it for use on your
vehicle and tire size combination and road
conditions. Follow that manufacturer’s
instructions. To help avoid damage to your
vehicle, drive slowly, readjust or remove the
device if it's contacting your vehicle, and don't
spin your wheels.

If you do find traction devices that will fit, install
them on the rear tires.

/\ CAUTION:

Lifting a vehicle can cause an injury. The vehicle
can slip off the jack and roll over you or other
people. You and they could be badly injured.
Find a level place to lift your vehicle. To help
prevent the vehicle from moving:

1. Set the parking brake firmly.
2. Put an automatic transmission shift
lever in PARK (P), or shift a manual
transmission to FIRST (1) or
REVERSE (R).
3. Turn off the engine.
To be even more certain the vehicle won't move,
you can put blocks in front of and behind
the wheels.

6-52

blue



blue

If you ever use a jack to lift your Corvette, such as to

. display it at a show, follow the instructions that came
A CAUTION: with the jack, and be sure to use the correct lifting points

] ] o ] to avoid damaging your vehicle.
Getting under a vehicle when it is jacked up is

dangerous. If the vehicle slips off the jack, you
could be badly injured or killed. Never get under NOTICE:
a vehicle when it is supported only by a jack.

Lifting your vehicle improperly can damage your

vehicle and result in costly repairs not covered by

your warranty. To lift your vehicle properly,

A CAUTION: follow the advice in this part.

To help prevent vehicle damage:

® Be sure to place a block or pad between the
jack and the vehicle.

® Make sure the jack you're using spans at
least two crossmember ribs.

e Lift only in the areas shown in the
following pictures.

Raising your vehicle with the jack improperly
positioned can damage the vehicle and even mak
the vehicle fall. To help avoid personal injury and
vehicle damage, be sure to place the jack in the
proper location before raising the vehicle.

11

For additional information, see your dealer and
the Chevrolet Corvette service manual.
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Cleaning the Outside of the Weatherstrips
Windshield and Wiper Blades Silicone grease on weatherstrips will make them last

If the windshield is not clear after using the windshield '0nger, seal better, and not stick or squeak. Apply
washer, or if the wiper blade chatters when running, silicone grease with a clean cloth at least every six

wax, sap or other material may be on the blade mon.ths.. During very coI(_JI, damp weather more frequent
or windshield. application may be required. (See “Recommended

Fluids and Lubricants” in the Index.)
Clean the outside of the windshield with GM

Windshield Cleaner, Bon AfliPowder (norscratching Cleanlng a Removable Roof Panel
glass cleaning powder), GM Part No. 1050011. The
windshield is clean if beads do not form when you rinse
it with water.

Special care is necessary when cleaning, removing
and/or storing the roof panel.

Flush with water to remove dust and dirt, then dry

If you use a glass treatment or conditioner containing the panel

ethyl alcohol or ethyl sulfate on your glass, be sure to .
remove the acrylic roof panel, if so equipped. These  ® Clean the panel with GM Glass Cleaner. Leave the
products may damage the panel. cleaner on the panel for one minute, then wipe the

Grime from the windshield will stick to the wiper blades panel with a soft, linfree cloth.

and affect their performance. Clean the blade by wiping® Don't use abrasive cleaning materials.
vigorously with a cloth soaked in fufitrength

windshield washer solvent. Then rinse the blade

with water.

Check the wiper blades and clean them as necessary;
replace blades that look worn.
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If water drops are frequently allowed to dry on the roof
panel, impurities in the water will adhere to the top.
These impurities may etch or mar the finish. When the
panel gets wet, you should dry it off.

NOTICE:

Do not use a glass treatment or conditioner
containing ethyl alcohol or ethyl sulfate on the
roof panel. These products may damage

the panel.

Cleaning the Outside of Your Vehicle

The paint finish on your vehicle provides beauty, depth
of color, gloss retention and durability.

Washing Your Vehicle

blue

“Appearance Care and Materials” in the Index.) Don't
use cleaning agents that are petroleum based, or that
contain acid or abrasives. All cleaning agents should be
flushed promptly and not allowed to dry on the surface,
or they could stain. Dry the finish with a soft, clean
chamois or an altotton towel to avoid surface

scratches and water spotting.

High pressure car washes may cause water to enter
your vehicle.

NOTICE:

Conveyor systems on some automatic car washe
may damage a Corvette. They may not have
enough clearance for the undercarriage or for the
wide rear tires.

Check with the manager before using a car wash.

The best way to preserve your vehicle’s finish is to keep it

clean by washing it often with lukewarm or cold water.

Don’t wash your vehicle in the direct rays of the sun.
Use a car washing soap. Don't use strong soaps or
chemical detergents. Be sure to rinse the vehicle well,
removing all soap residue completely. You can get

GM-approved cleaning products from your dealer. (See

Cleaning Exterior Lamps/Lenses

Use lukewarm or cold water, a soft cloth and a car
washing soap to clean exterior lamps and lenses. Follow
instructions under “Washing Your Vehicle.”
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Finish Care Exterior painted surfaces are subject to aging, weather

. . . _—_ . and chemical fallout that can take their toll over a period
Occasional waxing or mild polishing of your vehicle by o¢vears vou can help to keep the paint finish looking
hand may be necessary to remove residue from the paint,,, by keeping your vehicle garaged or covered

finish. You can get Gapproved cleaning products :
from your dealer. (See “Appearance Care and Materialsy\/heneve_r possible. _
in the Index.) Cleaning Your Convertible Top

Your vehicle has a “basecoat/clearcoat” paint finish. The your convertible top should be cleaned often. If you use
clearcoat gives more depth and gloss to the colored basecogh automatic car wash, use one with water jets and
Always use waxes and polishes that are-alorasive and  hanging cloths. High pressure car washes may cause
made for a basecoat/clearcoat paint finish. water to enter your vehicle.

When you hand wash the top, do it in partial shade. Use
NOTICE: a mild soap, lukewarm water and a soft sponge. A
chamois or cloth may leave lint on the top, and a brush
can chafe the threads in the top fabric. Don’t use
detergents, harsh cleaners, solvents or bleaching agent:

Machine compounding or aggressive polishing on
a basecoat/clearcoat paint finish may dull the
finish or leave swirl marks. Wet the entire vehicle and wash the top evenly to avoid
spots or rings. Let the soap remain on the fabric for a

] ) ] ) few minutes. When the top is really dirty, use a mild
Foreign materials such as calcium chloride and other  foamrtype cleaner. Thoroughly rinse the entire vehicle,
salts, ice melting agents, road oil and tar, tree sap, bird then let the top dry in direct sunlight.

droppings, chemicals from industrial chimneys, etc., can

damage your vehicle’s finish if they remain on painted

surfaces. Wash the vehicle as soon as possible. If

necessary, use neabrasive cleaners that are marked

safe for painted surfaces to remove foreign matter.
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To protect the convertible top:

® After you wash the vehicle, make sure the top is
completely dry before you lower it.

® Don'’t get any cleaner on the vehicle’s painted finish;

it could leave streaks.

e |If you decide to go through an automatic car wash,
ask the manager if the equipment could damage
your top.

Cleaning Aluminum Wheels

Keep your wheels clean using a soft clean cloth with
mild soap and water. Rinse with clean water. After
rinsing thoroughly, dry with a soft clean towel. A wax
may then be applied.

The surface of these wheels is similar to the painted
surface of your vehicle. Don’t use strong soaps,

blue

Cleaning Tires
To clean your tires, use a stiff brush with a tire cleaner.

NOTICE:

When applying a tire dressing always take care to|
wipe off any overspray or splash from all painted
surfaces on the body or wheels of the vehicle.
Petroleum-based products may damage the paint
finish and tires.

Finish Damage

Any stone chips, fractures or deep scratches in the finish
should be repaired right away.

chemicals, abrasive polishes, abrasive cleaners, cleanelinor chips and scratches can be repaired with taych
with acid or abrasive cleaning brushes on them becausénaterials available from your dealer or other service
you could damage the surface. Do not use chrome poligputlets. Larger areas of finish damage can be corrected

on any wheels other than chrotpkated wheels.

Don't take your vehicle through an automatic car wash

that has silicon carbide tire cleaning brushes. These

brushes can also damage the surface of these wheels.

in your dealer’s body and paint shop.
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Magnesium Wheel Finish Fiberglass Springs
NOTICE: NOTICE:
Improper paint repair or refinishing can cause Don't use corrosive or acidic cleaning agents,
corrosion damage to a magnesium wheel. See engine degreasers, aluminum cleaning agents or
your dealer if a magnesium wheel needs paint other harsh solvents to clean fiberglass springs;
repair or refinishing. they’ll damage the springs.

Underbody Maintenance Chemical Paint Spotting

Chemicals used for ice and snow removal and dust Some weather and atmospheric conditions can create a
control can collect on the underbody. If these are not  chemical fallout. Airborne pollutants can fall upon and
removed, accelerated corrosion (rust) can occur on the attack painted surfaces on your vehicle. This damage
underbody parts such as fuel lines, frame, floor pan andcan take two forms: blotchy, ringtshaped

exhaust system even though they have discolorations, and small irregular dark spots etched intc
corrosion protection. the paint surface.

At least every spring, flush these materials from the Although no defect in the paint job causes this,
underbody with plain water. Clean any areas where mudChevrolet will repair, at no charge to the owner, the

and other debris can collect. Dirt packed in closed areasurfaces of new vehicles damaged by this fallout

of the frame should be loosened before being flushed. condition within 12 months or 12,000 miles (20 000 km)
Your dealer or an underbody car washing system can dof purchase, whichever occurs first.

this for you.
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GM Vehicle Care/Appearance Materials

(Y

PART NUMBER SIZE DESCRIPTION USAGE
994954 23in. x 25in. | Polishing Cloth — Wax Treate: Exterior polishing cloth
1050172 16 0z. (0.473 L)| Tar and Road Oil Remover Removes tar, road oil and asphalt
1050173 16 0z. (0.473 L)| Chrome Cleaner and Polisi| Use on chrome, stainless steel, nickel, copper and Rrass
1050174 16 o0z. (0.473 L)| White Sidewall Tire Cleaner| Removes soil and black marks from whitewalls
1050214 32 0z.(0.946 L) Vinyl Cleaner Cleans vinyl tops, upholstery and convertible top|
1050427 23 0z. (0.680 L) Glass Cleaner Removes dirt, grime, smoke and fingerprints
1052918** 8 0z. (0.237 L) Armor All™ Protectant Protects Ieather,rnvk?g)éjr, :ﬁ&y\ll'ﬁ]sy‘l Plexiglasplastic,
1052925 16 0z. (0.473 L) Multi-P(L;lrggﬁgrlnterior Cleans carpets;ga}}g,oirnrtﬁ;ig trim, door panelg
1052929 16 0z. (0.473 L) Wheel Cleaner Spray on and rinse with water
1052930 8 0z. (0.237 L) | Capture Dry Spot Remover Attracts, absorbs and removes soils on fabric
12345721 2.5 sq. ft. Synthetic Chamois Shines vehicle without scratching
12345725 12 0z. (0.354 L) Silicone Tire Shine Spray on tire shine
12377964* 16 o0z. (0.473 L) Finish Enhancer Removes dust, fingerprints and surface contamingnts
12377966* 16 o0z. (0.473 L) Cleaner Wax Removes light scratches and oxidation and protects f|nish
12377984* 16 0z. (0.473 L) Surface Cleaner Removes contaminants, blemishes and swirl mafks
See your General Motors Parts Department for these products. * For exterior use only.
See “Recommended Fluids and Lubricants” in the Index. **Not recommended for use on instrument panels.
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Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) Service Parts ldentification Label

You'll find this label located inside the glovebox. It's

very helpful if you ever need to order parts. On this
- ® label is:

SAMPLE4UXXM072675  [&] )
ENG|NE%§99 A T~ ASSEMBLY  ®
CODE~  MODEL YEAR PLANT o

( ]

This is the legal identifier for your vehicle. It appears on
a plate in the front corner of the instrument panel, on the

your VIN,
the model designation,
paint information and

a list of all production options and
special equipment

windshield from outside your vehicle. The VIN also
appears on the Vehicle Certification and Service Parts
labels and the certificates of title and registration.

Engine Identification

The 8th character in your VIN is the engine code. This
code will help you identify your engine, specifications
and replacement parts.
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Electrical System
Add-On Electrical Equipment

NOTICE:

Don't add anything electrical to your vehicle
unless you check with your dealer first. Some
electrical equipment can damage your vehicle
and the damage wouldn’t be covered by your
warranty. Some add-on electrical equipment can
keep other components from working as

they should.

Accessory Power Plug

This plug can be used to connect electrical equipment
such as a cellular phone or CB radio. The accessory
power plug is located behind the passenger side
toe-board at the top left corner near the body control
module. Be sure to follow the installation instructions
included with the equipment.

To use the accessory power plug:

1. Remove the teboard panel by lifting up on the
latches at the top of each corner of the panel.

2. Locate the black connector at the left top corner of
the compartment near the body control module
above the two white diagnostic connectors.

3. Disconnect the connector pigtail by pulling forward

Your vehicle has an air bag system. Before attempting to on the plastic locking tab and pull the connection

add anything electrical to your vehicle, see “Servicing
Your Air Bag-Equipped Vehicle” in the Index.

apart from the wire harness.
The plug has three separate wires:
® The orange wire connects to battery power.

® The yellow wire connects to ignition power. Power is
only available when the ignition is in ON.

® The black wire connects to ground.
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NOTICE:

When using the accessory power plug:

DO NOT splice wires directly into the
vehicle electrical wire harness. If done
incorrectly, splicing may cause damage to
your electrical system and would not be
covered by the vehicle’s warranty.

The maximum load of any electrical
equipment should not exceed 15 amps.

Be sure to turn off any electrical equipment
when not in use. Leaving electrical
equipment on for extended periods of time
can drain your battery.

DO NOT use this plug if the electrical
equipment requires frequent connecting
and disconnecting. This may cause
excessive wear on the accessory power plug
and damage your electrical system and
the damage would not be covered by

your warranty.

blue

Headlamps

The headlamp wiring is protected by a circuit breaker.
An electrical overload will cause the lamps to go on and
off, or in some cases to remain off. If this happens, have
your headlamp wiring checked right away.

Windshield Wipers

The windshield wiper motor is protected by a fuse and
an internal circuit breaker. If the motor overheats due to
heavy snow, etc., the wiper will stop until the motor
cools. If the overload is caused by some electrical
problem and not snow, etc., be sure to get it fixed.

Power Windows and Other Power Options

Circuit breakers protect the power seats and other powe
accessories. When the current load is too heavy, the
circuit breaker opens and closes, protecting the circuit
until the problem is fixed or goes away.
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Fuses and Circuit Breakers Instrument Panel Fuse Block

The wiring circuits in your vehicle are protected from
short circuits by a combination of mafkises,

mini-fuses and circuit breakers. This greatly reduces th
chance of fires caused by electrical problems.

Look at the silvercolored band inside the fuse. If the
band is broken or melted, replace the fuse. Be sure you
replace a bad fuse with a new one of the identical size
and rating.

The instrument panel fuse
block is located on the
passenger’s side of the
vehicle, under the
instrument panel and under
| the toeboard.

If you ever have a problem on the road and don't have 3
spare fuse, you can borrow one that has the same
amperage. Just pick some feature of your vehicle that
you can get along without like the radio or cigarette

lighter -- and use its fuse, if it is the correct amperage. Remove the todoard and carpet covering to access the
Replace it as soon as you can. fuse block. Then turn the fuse block door knob and pull
the door to access the fuses.

6-68




Replacement Bulbs

High-Beam Headlamp . . ... .............. 9005
Low-Beam Headlamp. . . ................. 9006
Front Parking/Turn Signal . . .. ........ 3157 NAK
BackUp....... ... i 2057

Front Sidemarker . .. ........ .. ... . ... ... 194
Rear Sidemarker. .. ......... .. .. ... 194

Rear Stop/Tail and Turn Signal. . .. ... ... ..

Capacities and Specifications

The following approximate capacities are given in
English and metric conversions.

Please refer to “Recommended Fluids and Lubricants”
in the Index for more information.

Air Conditioning ............ See the refrigerant

information label under the hood.

3057 Automatic Transmission

For any bulb replacements or procedures not listed here, Prainand Refill. ............. 5.0 quarts (4.7 L)

please consult your dealer.

Overhaul................. 10.8 quarts (10.2 L)
Coolant System
With M30 Automatic
Transmission. . .. ........ 12.6 quarts (11.9L)
With MM6 Manual

Transmission. . ......... 12.9 quarts (12.2 L)
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Crankcase Engine Specifications
With Filter Change. . ......... 6.5quarts (6.1L)  Type ..........ooiiiii, 5.7L V8
Fuel Tank ................ 19.3 gallons (73.1L)  VINENngineCode ...........ouvuuvenuennn.. G.
Manual Transmission Displacement . ... ..... 350 cubic inches (5662 cc)
(Overhaul) ................ Alquarts (3.81L) FuelDelivery .................... Sequential
Rear Axle Multi-Port Fuel Injection (SFI)
Lubricant. ................. 169 quarts (1.6 L)  valve Arrangement ............ Overhead Valve
Limited Slip Additive ......... 4 ounces (118 ml)  piston Displacement . .................. 5.7L
Tire Pressures. . . . .. See TireLoading Information BOre . ... 3.90 inches (9.9 cm)
label on rear edge of driver's door.  gyoke ... 3.62 inches (9.2 cm)
Wheel Nut Torque .......... 100 Ib-ft (140 N-m) Compression Ratio. . .................. 10.1:1
NOTE: All capacities are approximate. When adding, be HOrsepower. .................... 345 @ 5600
sure to fill to the appropriate level, as recommended in  Torque ......................... 350 @ 4400
this manual. Recheck fluid level after filling. FiringOrder ................. 1-8-7-2-6-5-4-3
Thermostat Startsto Open . ....... 187°F (86°C)
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Air Conditioning Refrigerants Vehicle Dimensions

Not all air conditioning refrigerants are the same. If the air Wheelbase. ..........

conditioning system in your vehicle needs refrigerant, be Tread

sure the proper refrigerant is used. If you're not sure, ask Front ..............

your dealer. Rear...............
Normal Maintenance \';\iggfh """""""
Replacement Parts Height . .............
AirCleanerFilter .................... A917C
Battery . ......... ... . 18A-72H

Coolant Surge Tank Cap. . .GM Part No. 10296465
15 psi (105 kPa)

Engine Oil Filter .. .......... ... ....... PF44
PCVValve.......... ... ... ... ..... 799C
0.060 inch (1.524 mm)
SparkPlug ............. 41-931 (0.60 inch Gap)
Thermostat . ........... GM Part No. 12555717

or equivalent
Windshield Wiper Blade
Length................... 22 inches (55.9 cm)
Type............ 9 mm x 3 mm Shepherd’s Hook

104.5 inches (265.4 cm)

...62.1inches (157.7 cm)
...62.0inches (157.4 cm)

179.7 inches (456.4 cm)

...73.6 inches (186.9 cm)
...47.7 inches (121.1 cm)
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Engine Power Curves

Engine Accessory Drive Belt Routing
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[ ] NOTES
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At Least Twice a Year Manual Transmission Check

. Check the transmission fluid level; add if needed. See
Restraint System Check “Manual Transmission Fluid” in the Index. Check for
Make sure the safety belt reminder light and all your  leaks. A fluid loss may indicate a problem. Have the
belts, buckles, latch plates, retractors and anchorages asgstem inspected and repaired if needed.

working properly. Look for any other loose or damaged

safety belt system parts. If you see anything that might Automatic Transmission Inspection

keep a safety belt system from doing its job, have it ¢ ig not necessary to check the transmission fluid level.
repaired. Have any torn or frayed safety belts replaced. A transmission fluid leak is the only reason for fluid

Also look for any opened or broken air bag coverings, l0ss. Check for leaks. If a leak occurs, take the vehicle to
and have them repaired or replaced. (The air bag systeiyour Chevrolet dealership Service Department and have
does not need regular maintenance.) it repaired as soon as possible.

Wiper Blade Check At Least Once a Year

Inspect wiper blades for wear or cracking. Replace bladgey | ock Cylinders Service
inserts that appear worn or damaged or that streak or
miss areas of the windshield. Also see “Wiper Blades,
Cleaning” in the Index.

Lubricate the key lock cylinders with the lubricant
specified in Part D.
Body Lubrication Service

Lubricate all body door hinges. Also lubricate all hinges
and latches, including those for the hood, rear

Weatherstrip Lubrication

Silicone grease on weatherstrips will make them last
longer, seal better, and not stick or squeak. Apply ,
silicone grease with a clean cloth. During very cold, ~ compartment, console door and any folding seat

damp weather more frequent application may be hardware. Part D tells you what to use. More frequent

required. (See “Recommended Fluids and Lubricants” ijubrication may be required when exposed to a
the Index.) corrosive environment.
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Torque Lock. . .. ... .. 236
Torque, WheelNut........................... &5
Towing
ATraller . .. ... . A -32
Recreational Vehicle. . ....................... 80
YourVehicle. . ......... .. 58
Traction Control
SySteM . ... 49,
System (TCS) Light . ........... ... ... .. ... 281
Trailer TOWING . . ..ot 432
Transmission Fluid . . ......................... 48
Automatic. . ....... ... 6:18
Manual . ....... ... i 619
Ignition Lock Check .. .......... .. ... .. .... 716
Transmitters, Remote Function Actuation System. ... -7 2
Transportation, Courtesy. . ... .......covvvn.... -8
TTY USerIS . .ot e e 84.
Turn Signal and Lane Change Indicator........... -42
Turn Signal/Multifunction Lever. . . ...............: 23
Twilight Sentinel . ............ ... ... . ........ 252
Underbody Flushing Service. . . ................ -¥6
Universal TheftDeterrent System. .. .............. a7
AMINg . ..o 2-18
Disarming. . . . ... . 218
Testing .. ..o 218
Vehicle
Adding Equipment to the Outside of Your. ........ -5
Control . . ... 46, 416
Damage Warnings. . . . ......ou i [¢
DIMeNnsions . . ...t 676

Identification Number. . ...................... €65
Loading . ... e 431
Storage. . ... 632
Ventilation System. . . ......................... 32
Visor Vanity Mirrors . . ... . 260
VISOrS, SUN. . ..ot e 260
Voltmeter . ... ... 279
Warning Devices........ . ... .. 5
Warning Lights, Gages and Messages . ... ........ -7
Warranty Information . . .............. ... .. ..., 8
Washer Fluid, Windshield. . . .................... <7
Washing Your Vehicle. .. ....................... %0
Weatherstrip Lubrication . .. .................... =14
Weatherstrips. . . ... 69
Wheel
Alignment . ... ... .. 6:49
NutTorque. .......... ... 675
Replacement. . .......... ... .. ... 9
Using the Wheel Lock Key. . . ................. 51
WINAOWS . ..o 241
ExpressDown ........... ... ... . ... 241
Power. ...... ... . . . . 241
Windshield Washer. . . ........ ... ... .. L0 A7
Fluid .. ..o 6-27
Fluid Level Check. .. ......... ... . ot 713
Windshield Wipers. ... ....... ... .. ... . ... 246
Blade Replacement . .......... ... ... ... ... -88
Fuses . ... ... 667
WinterDriving . . . ....... ... ... &26
Wiper Blade Check. .. ......... ... ... ... . ... 14
Wiring, Headlamp. . .. ......... ... ... ... ... 667
Wrecker TOWiNg. . . .. ..ot 58
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